
Appendix #5: Martyr Stories 
 
Christians from many different traditions have been persecuted and killed for their faith throughout the 

centuries. The following three stories come from Anabaptist (Mennonite) history. Thousands of Mennonites were 

persecuted and killed in the 16th Century.  

 

Each of these three people were killed by the so-called “Christian” authorities in Europe at the time, simply 

because they became a Mennonite Christian. These Mennonites believed in a simple faith of following what Jesus 

taught in the New Testament, which included believers’ baptism (not infant baptism) and loving enemies (which 

meant they would not fight in wars, or kill others). The practice of adult baptism alone was considered a capital 

offense in that day. And their belief in loving enemies made them social outcasts. In general they were considered 

heretics and thus worthy of death. These come from the book – The Martyr’s Mirror. 

 

JOOST JOOSTEN 

 

Joost Joosten was apprehended at Veer, in Zealand 

[Holland], in 1560. He was considerably versed in the 

Latin language. When he was a student of about 

fourteen years, it happened that King Philip was in 

Zealand and heard him singing choral in church, in the 

organ loft, as is customary in [the State] churches. The 

king was so delighted with the lad's singing, that he 

wanted to take him with him to Spain; on which 

account Joost kept himself concealed for six weeks, as 

he did not want to go away.  

 

Thus, he afterwards, became converted to [a] true faith 

[in Jesus] and consequently, was baptized upon his faith, and thus led a Christian life. [The authorities] . . . 

apprehended him when he was eighteen years old.  

He had to suffer many assaults, and divers times attempts were made to draw him from [his] faith. He disputed 

with four inquisitors concerning many articles of faith; they made strenuous efforts to draw him over to their 

religion. When they could not move him with such means, they tortured him dreadfully, especially with 

instruments called iron teerlingen, which they thrust into his knees so that they came out again at-the ankles. But 

all this he steadfastly endured with great patience, and faithfully kept the treasure which he had in an earthen 

vessel. Hence (the authorities) sentenced him to death by burning; which they executed on him on a Monday 

before Christmas. On his way to death he rejoiced greatly in the Lord, and sang yet as he was going into the hut of 

straw in which he was burnt, the last verse of the hymn composed by himself, which begins thus, "O Lord, thou 

art forever in my thoughts." (edited, p. 651] 

 

ANNEKEN HEYNDRICKS 

 

In the year 1571, there was burnt alive, at Amsterdam in Holland, for the testimony of Jesus, a woman named 

Anneken Heyndricks, aged about fifty-three years. Having come from Friesland to Amsterdam, she was betrayed 

by her neighbor, the underbailiff, who entered her house, in order to apprehend her. She said to him with a meek 

spirit, "Neighbor Evert, what is your wish? If you seek me, you can easily find me; here I am at your service."  

 



. . . After arriving in prison, she thanked and praised her Lord and Creator with an humble heart, for counting her 

worthy to suffer for His name's sake. And she boldly confessed her faith before Pieter the bailiff and the other 

lords. They greatly tormented her [along with the] priests, in order to cause her to apostatize; but through the 

grace of God she valiantly resisted it . . .. 

 

Thus they suspended this God-fearing aged woman (who 

could neither read nor write) by her hands, even as Christ 

had been, and by severe torturing sought to extort from her 

the names of her fellow believers, for they thirsted for more 

innocent blood. But they obtained nothing from Anneken, 

so faithfully did God keep her lips. Hence the bailiff 

preferred against her the charge of being infected with 

heresy . . .. Thereupon she was sentenced to be burnt alive. 

She thanked the lords, and said with humility, that if she 

had done amiss to any one, she asked them to forgive her. 

But the lords arose and made no reply. She was then tied on 

a ladder. Then she said to Evert the underbailiff, her 

neighbor, "Thou Judas, I have not deserved it, that I should be thus murdered." And she asked him not to do this 

any more, or God should avenge it on him. Thereupon Evert angrily said, that he would bring all those that were 

of her mind into the same trouble. Then the other bailiff came once more with a priest, tormenting her, and 

saying that if she did not renounce, she should go from this fire into the eternal. Thereupon Anneken steadfastly 

said, "Though I am sentenced and condemned by you, yet what you say does not come from God; for I firmly trust 

in God, who shall help me out of my distress, and deliver me out of all my trouble." They did not let her speak any 

more but filled her mouth with gunpowder, and carried her thus from the city hall to the fire into which they cast 

her alive. This done, the traitor Evert, the underbailiff, was seen to laugh, as though he thought he had done God 

an acceptable service. But the merciful God, who is the comfort of the pious, shall give this faithful witness, for 

this brief and temporal tribulation, an everlasting reward, when her stopped mouth shall be opened in fullness of 

joy, and these sad tears - for the truth's sake - shall be wiped away, and she be crowned with eternal joy with God 

in heaven. (edited, pp. 872-874) 

DIRK WILLEMS 

 

In the year 1569 a pious, faithful brother and follower of 

Jesus Christ, named Dirk Willems, was apprehended at 

Asperen, in Holland.. . . Concerning his apprehension, it is 

stated by trustworthy persons, that when he fled he was hotly 

pursued by a thief-catcher, and as there had been some frost, 

said Dirk Willems ran before over the ice, getting across with 

considerable peril. The thief-catcher following him broke 

through, when Dirk Willems, perceiving that the former was 

in danger of his life, quickly returned and aided him in 

getting out, and thus saved his life. The thief catcher wanted 

to let him go, but the [Sheriff], very sternly called to him to 

consider his oath [that is, he had promised by an oath to be loyal to the Sheriff], and thus he was again seized by 

the thief-catcher, and, at said place, after severe imprisonment  [was] put to death at a lingering fire . . .. 
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[With] a strong east wind blowing that day, the kindled fire was much driven away from the upper part of his 

body, as he stood at the stake; in consequence of which this good man suffered a lingering death, insomuch that 

in the town of Leerdam, towards which the wind was blowing, he was heard to exclaim over seventy times, "O my 

Lord; my God," etc., for which cause the judge or bailiff, who was present on horseback, filled with sorrow and 

regret at the man's sufferings, wheeled about his horse, turning his back toward the place of execution, and said to 

the executioner, "Dispatch the man with a quick death." 

 

. . . his life was consumed by the fire, and . . . he passed through the conflict with great steadfastness, having 

commended his soul into the hands of God. (edited, pp. 741-742). 
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